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Appeal Granted to I.eo >1. Frank

THE whole country will feel satisfaction
t.iat an appeal to the Supreme Court of

the United States has been allowed Leo Ah
Frank, the Atlanta man now under sentence
of death for ilie murder of Mary Phagan.

There are two opinions of Frank's guilt,
but we believe that outside of Atlanta there
is little dissent from the proposition that he
was not allowed a fair trial tinder those safe¬
guards the law guarantees to the humblest
pferson accused of crime.
That question, at any rate, now is to tte

passed on by the highest court in the land.
The country will feel satisfied with its find¬
ing. Whatever the result, it will quiet the
unhappy and almost universal feeling that
an innocent man may le on bis way to the
gallows as the result of popular clamor, in¬
spired by the commission of an atrocious
murder.

liivi' While the Need Is Greatest

BITTERLY cold weather, snow-covered
streets and houses without adequate

heat have added immeasurably to the suffer¬
ing of Richmond's poor in the last few days.
Coal or wood in many cases is necessary not
only to provide scantest comfort, hut for the

- preservation of health and life.
There are weak and ill women, babies and

little children in the habitations of the poor.
They are wretchedly clad, wretchedly fed, un¬
equipped in any respect to resist tlie attacks
of winter's icy blasts.

The Associated Charities labors with un¬
flagging zeal in their behalf. There is no
lack of individual, personal effort, but money
is needed to provide food and clothing and
fuel. Every subscription, no matter how
small, will help. If every man and woman
in Richmond who could afford to give a single
dollar would do so, the whole problem would
be solved. The Times-Dispatch will receive
such subscriptions gladly, and they will be
applied, without reduction for the payment
of salaries or other expenses, to the relief of
suffering.

Don't wait auv longer, for time speeds and
the need is great. Give what you can afford
to give, be it little or much, but give now.
You may save a, ffr..

Searching for < 'ontrnbnnd

A COTTON shipment. New York to Lire-
men, was the other day inspected byX-ray to make sure that no contraband was

concealed in the bales, scale weight being
not sufficient security. Obviously, to unhale
the cotton, inspect and rehale would be out
of the question, hence the X-ravs.

Modern war may develop the necessity of
scientific inspection of such sealed packages
as cotton bales in ways other than the X-ray.For instance, would it not bo practical to
i.pply powerful magnets to cotton bales to
ascertain whether any metal might be con¬cealed? l!ow about working out some chemi¬
cal which, applied to the outside of tlie bale,would show an instant reaction if anythingother than vegetable product were present?Putting ail jokes aside if the above sug¬gestions could possibly be considered frivol¬
ous won Id a i it )><. hett«»r. after all, to turnthe raw cotton into garments plainly stamped"Made in America,"cand ship them as other
garments arc shipped, which would make in¬spection easier than in the bale? Cottonneeded in the raw mi ;ht he baled under gov¬
ernment supervision and stamped. The fin¬ished product idea, however, is a good one.Europe is; waiting for us to grab her wastedtrade, and cotton might lead the way.

'I lie Allies Gain a Convert

DP. NKWEI.I. nWIC.HT IIII.MS is easilyannji.i the foremost clergymen in theI nited State.- H< occupies the pulpit of Ply¬mouth ('1. in in Brooklyn, N. V., the samePlymouth Church in which congregationswere gwayed by the eloquence of Henry Wardl)eecher. besides being a celebrated divine,I>r. Hilli is ;t lyceum lecturer of note. Foryears he has !>e'n telling his hearers of thevirtues of («er'\ it> how and why Americansshould eniulat- German methods, and was inevery way an outspoken admirer of Germanculture and c(ti.At the outset of thewar Dr. Ilillis publicly espoused the Teutoncause, and added a 1< ture on "The N- w Ger¬many" to his lyceum list
But in the monti. ' Hat have passed sinceDr IlilliB has studied the rights and wrongsof the quarrel, ar.l. with a courage thatmerits the highest praise, has confessed fromhis pulpit that he ^ah mistaken. He has now
come to the conclusion, which has beenreached by so many other Americans, that aTeutonic victory would mean a world ofarmed camps. He holt.: that Germany mustbo vanquinhed or America itself will have toadopt militarism "In order to live." He has

withdrawn "The Now Germany" from his lec¬
ture list, and is now meeting the onslaught
of his enraged German-American parishioners.
He is trying to soothe them by saying that
they owe it to their adopted country to tell
the folks at home that they arc most terribly
in the wrong, and should mend their ways.

It Js at least possible that other pro-Ger¬
mans in this country have changed their views
in the light of the information that has be¬
come available since the beginning of August,
but Dr. llillts Is the only man of name who
has had the courage to come forward and
make a public recantation-
Who knows but that a large number of

so-called German-Americans wish to see Prus-
sian militarism crushed? The fact that they
are silent does not prove their nonexistence.
We doubt, however, whether appeals from

this side would have any effect in Germany.
Few observers will be able to join with I)r.
Ulllls in thinking that the war can he ended
in any other way than by the fall of what
Emperor William stands for, even as a cen¬
tury ago war endured year upon year until
at last Napoleon was pulled down.

Partial Segregation ilest Tax Plan

WHETHER or not division of the subjects
of taxation, between the State, on the

one hand, and counties and cities, on the
other, represents the final and scientific solu¬
tion of the problem that the General Assem¬
bly has been called to solve. The Tlmes-Dis-
patch believes that the plan of partial segre¬
gation. urged by a minority of the Tax Com¬
mission. is not only the best Virginia is likely
to get, but the best that reasonably can be
expected at this stage of our political develop-
ment.
The ideal system is that which requires

every class of property taxed at all to con-
tribute a proportionately equal amount to
the expenses of government. Complete at-
tainment of the ideal is impossible, of course,
nor is it perceived how it is to be substan¬
tially approached by adoption of the plan for
a Tax Commission, recommended by a ma- jjority of the committee.

The committee rightly finds that the in-
equality of assessments of real estate and
tangible personal property is a bar to all
satisfactory reform, unless this inequality can
be removed, llow is removal to be effected?
The majority makes these suggestions, and
these only, toward the remedy sought:

1. That the commissioners of the
revenue serve as assessors of real es¬
tate, as well as of personal property.'2. That there should he not more than
one commissioner of the revenue in any
comity or city.

That commissioners of the revenue
to* furnished with certain material helps,
not heretofore available, such as more
spec i tic transcripts from records of
transfers of real estate ami tax maps.

.I. County ami city boards of equal¬ization.
5. A State Tax Commission.

The first three of these suggestions wholly,and the last two less directly, are de¬
signed to aid in having assessments "made
right in the first place." which tye committee
agrees is of vital necessity. "So far as we
have been able to discover," says the com-
mittee report, "no effective agency has ever
yet been devised in any State for equalizing
assessments after the assessors' rolls have
once been made out."

However, commissioners of the revenue
have assessed personal property in the past.
The report, discussing assessments of tangi-ble personal property, says: "Excessive In¬
equalities abound, both among the localitiesand among individuals within the same
locality. There is also a marked undervalua-
lion everywhere, though it is slightly less
than in the case of real estate." All that can
he hoped for from ibis reform is a slight de-
crease in inequalities among individuals
within the city and county units. The same
thing is true of the second and third sugges¬tions. All are helpful, doubtless, but theydo not even touch the basic and fundamental
criticism of existing conditions.that they are
unjust and inequitable as among individuals
and corporations in different, parts of tho
Slate. The city and county boards of equali-/.ation might repair injustice within the cities
and counties, or try to do it, but they wouldnot affect and could not alter the present in-
tolerable grievance.
What remains? The Slate Board of l£qual-ization, which is to lie called the State Tax jCommission. The committee's indorsement

of the creation of this commission is some-
what weakened by its prior statement that
"it appears to us that the only trustworthysafeguard of the public welfare is to have
assessments made right in the first place,"and the further fact that it does not proposeto give the Tax Commission the power to
change assessments made by the local as-
sessors. Power is to be limited to mere ad-
ministrative help before the assessment rolls
"are made out. Doubtless such assistance jwould be valuable, but it is impossible to be-
lleve that those weaknesses of human naturewhich result now in inequitable and variable
assessments would be removed by the super-visory influence of a State commission, func¬
tioning in the manner the committee recom¬
mends.
The policy of partial segregation, not fault¬

less. certainly, and subject perhaps to some
grave objections, is preferable. It will not
take from the counties and cities any revenue
they now receive except the tax on intangi¬ble personal property, on premiums of in¬
surance companies and on rolling stock of
railroads. Its adoption will free communi¬ties from the temptation to undervalue prop¬erty for purposes of tax assessment, becausecitizens will understand that all the revenue
so derived will be spent within the com¬
munity. It will clear the way for many im¬
peratively needed reforms in tax laws, whichshould be attempted at the coming specialsession of tho General Assembly.

Talk about busy ladies! There's one inChicago! She's a beauty doctor; she's thir-ly-nine >ears old; she's a grandmother, andshe has a bullet in her gizzard, placed thereby a woman whose husband she "bewitched."Jimmin.V; wait till she is forty-ll\e!
London paper refers to the Scarboroughepisode as the "Flattie of the Bathhouses."Sh-h, brother! Lose majeste. Better call It"Another heroic feat by my glorious navy."
Probably the trouble is that tho Hussionsdon't read German. Otherwise they'd knowfrom Berlin's ollicial reports that they havebeen annihilated.

The lloller-than-lloly Boilers are now outunder the name of Leaping Bounders. Strangehow religious frenzy affects some people.
Benny Zapata has origins) ways of wel¬coming his first chlcf. He sent a "wild loco¬motive" to greet Carranza's train.
What will be Germany's answer to the pro¬test. of Chile? Go ahead, Brlghteyes; sauceI is right!

SONGS AND SAWS
KollotTlnK an Kxamptf.

Ldttlo clammy drops of sleet
Palling oil the snott'v street,'
So you feol It's up to you
To do as little sloetdrops do.
But you pick, to your dlsntny,The hardost spot on all your way.
And no soft bod of fleecy snow
Is there to mltlgato the blow.

j The Pessimist SnymThe streets and sidewalks are in fine shapenow. If 1 Just had a pair of Ice skates andknew how to use them, 1 could get down to thoolllce in the morning without any trouble at all.

'unonilcnl, Too.
She.Don't you think the

muffs that are being worn
tills winter are just too cute
and chic for anything?
He.i certainly do. They

ought to be Inexpensive also,
for even when made of very
costly furs they can't repre¬
sent an Investment of more
than 75 cents.

Perfect Strategy.
"Congressman Wiseman is making a perfectrecord at Washington this winter."
"How is that?"
"Why, lie has been able to arrange his ill¬

nesses and Imperative calls to return home sothat he has not had to vote on a single ques¬tion as to the wisdom or morality of whichhis constituents are divided."

The I,ant Word.
Gruhbs.Your friend Jones Is a very deter¬mined person. Is he not?
Stubbs.I should say he is. Why, when Jonesmakes up his mind to do a thing, he does It, evenif it results In the cook leaving in the middleof the week.

No ChnnKe.
Making resolutions
With all our might and main

Just as sure as ever
We shall perfection gain.

Say, folks, you and I give
Me a dreadful pain.

THE TATTLKK.

Chats With Virginia Editors
Says the Halifax Hecord-Advertiser: "TheRichmond Times-Dispatch is opposed to spell¬ing it 'Xmas,' and so sire we. It has never ap¬peared in this paper spelled with an X." The

man who ^originally put the X in Christmas
probably employed It also as his legal signa¬ture.

This adjuration from the Bristol Herald-
Courier: "You are still at liberty to put Hed
Cross seals on your letters. Keep it up until
and including New Year's Day." The great
white plague knows no holiday.
Oiltor Morgan, of the Northern Neck News,

published at Warsaw, rises to remark: "There
is no more remarkable city in this country,
or, for that matter, in the world, than the city
of Newport News, situated in this, the First
Congressional District of Virginia. The red¬
headed editor of the Newport News Press will
second the motion. But what's the matter with
Warsaw?

The Northampton Times protests against a
riotous ushering In of the New Year, saying:
"We very earnestly hope our worthy Mayor will
observe the commendable precedent he estab¬
lished last year of forbidding the midnight out¬
break customary in some localities on New
Year's Kve." The Times advocates putting the
ban upon bells, whistles and fireworks and keep¬
ing the explosives on the other side of the
Atlantic.

"A New Jersey man found eighteen pearls.
six of which are worth from $00 to $300 each,
in an oyster cocktail. The oyster must have
come from Hampton Uoads," says the Newport
News Press. Shipping 'em to Jersey seems like
casting pearls before the unappreciative.

Current Editorial Comment
For the past fortnight Prince

von llulow, ex-Chancellor of the
i < in pi re, has been busily
occupied in Rome, where he is
persona grata. Humor has cred-
iteil him with being the bearer

<»t' a compromise proposition designed to keep
Italy neutral. It has even been said that he is
commissioned to buy peace at the price of the
cession of a portion of the Trentlno. The wish
may be the father to the thought with Italian
newsmongers at the present time, but evidently
Vmii Huluw Is charged with a special mission,
une of the kind contlded to a diplomatist who
to great prestige adds great popularity. Is it
beyond the scope of plausibility to conjecture
that the Italian occupation of the Albanian
port of Avlona is the outcome of Von Rulow's
special assignment? It would bo characteristic
of his shrewdness to license a movement which,
while It gratified Italian pride, would not em¬
barrass the Herman-Austria n alliance. An
Italian invasion of the Trentino would be dis¬
astrous to both Germany and Austria, even If
it failed: but Merlin may be indifferent to the
fate of Avlona. and Austria is not in a posi¬
tion to take on another antagonist on a ques¬
tion so far off from the main issue of the hour.
With Avlona under the Italian tricolor the
statesmen at Home could say with truth they
had garnered some golden sheaves with little
or no lighting. Strategically, too, they would
strengthen Italy by dominating Albania, for
Italy would then command both shores of the
Strait of Otranto, the sole entrance to the
Adriatic from the greater sea. Austria would
then, at Trieste and Kiume, he commerciallyunder Italy's padlock..Boston '1 ..inscrlpt.

(iennuny
Tries to
Win Italy

The unanimous sentiment of a
OreKon convention of county ollicials in
Tifefl #»f Oregon that the eugenic mar-

riage law of that State, requlr-IMlRonlcs jn. pi,y8iCfti examination of all
male applicants for licenses, hns

proved harmful and should be repealed with¬
out delay is but another reminder of the re¬
action that has set in among the Oregoniansfrom the fever of faddlsin which has beentaging there. The benefits that were promisedby the advocates of the law did not material¬ize. Such certitloates as were filed representedin the majority of cases only a formal com¬pliance with the law. Evasions were encour¬aged, and there was no dlfllculty In defeatingthe law by going outside the State for the mar¬
riage ceremony. The experience was inuch the
same as that of other States where freak stat¬utes have been enacted, ultimately to becomedead letters, and generally looked upon asHarmless, although they are positively harm¬ful. Oregon evidently is getting tired of beingan experiment station. The Idea is no longerpopular in Wisconsin, save in the immediatevicinity of the State university; elsewhere thetaxpayers are counting the. cost of government.Ohio barely escaped catching the disease, andKansas appears to have taken the prosperitycure for its bad habit of radicalism. Everywherethe legislative mania is subsiding, ami tho de¬mand is for fewer laws and more thorough test¬ing and consideration for such as are enacted..Philadelphia Mullet In.

After all the depression that
The Present ,mH l,cen prevalent for a year,
Itanks Mad.* aml c®l>ec'n»y during the do-
In m'rliiiu»F.il ,norsiH*,n,c ltvC monl,)S' Period ofto Kidimonu wnr tn Europe, the RichmondTlmes-nispatch says the bankdividends to be paid out there In January toshareholders shows that no serious effects ofthese conditions have been felt In Richmond'sfinancial circles. At the beginning of tho NewYear, Richmond's financial institutions will payshareholders $301,707.70 In dividends. It In aNew Year's present that ought to cheer Rich¬mond up and brighten the prospect for anotheryear, especially since It is the Federal reservebank centre for this district. Richmond'sdividend account may even be larger thaa thatnamed, for a now financial Institution may pos-

slbly declare a dividend, unless It is deferred,
Kven as It la, The Times-Dispatch says the
dividends to bo puld at the beginning °f ,ll°
your are within a fow hundred dollars of that
paid about January 1st a year ago. Evidently,
sayH that paper, the depression has hud no se¬
rious elYect on the city's financial Institutions.
They have earned substantially their accustomed
dividends. The probability Is that the country
as a wholo will make a showing equally as
satisfactory, exccpt In banking circles where
figures are Juggled. As to Richmond, however,
our contemporary breaks It off In calamityhowlers In these crisp words! "Hero is enough
to make the pessimist ashamed of himself and
give the optimist ronewed confidence In tha
city's enduring prosperity.".Wilmington Star.

Mayor Woodward, of Atlanta,
Oitl«\s Are announces his purpose to ln-
Snoncllnir augurate In the coming year'

| sweeping salary reforms and tholoo .>lucli absolute abolishment of somo
city Jobs which he characterizes

as "political sinecures." He declares the city's
pay roll is overbalanced by more than $100,000.
Salary reduction will be general, the Idea being
to net compensation down to a basis commensu¬
rate with the responsibilities attached to the
Jobs. Atlanta, like other growing and prosper¬
ous cities of the South, has witnessed during the
past .few years tremendous municipal develop¬ment. High salaries have become common, and
many unnecessary ofllces have been created.
And no doubt Atlanta finds now a large unem¬
ployed army within her limits that needs work,with the city's ability to give relief greatlyrestricted for lack of revenues. This may besaid to be a general condition 1 ri all Americancities. It Is certainly true of the rapidly grow¬ing cities of Texas, Houston among them.With all the progress made during recent yearsin municipal administration, no remedy has beenfound for municipal extravagance, and the pres¬
sure Is now being felt, not only In the mattorof exhausted revenues, but in the usual demandfor work and the complaints of the taxpayers..Houston Post. '

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 29, 1864.)

The linos below Richmond remain entirelyquiet. The Federals have been doltiK no gun¬ning of any consequence since they wasted somuch powder and shot in celebrating, or pre¬tending to celebrate, the so-called fall ofSavannah.
Hecause of the demoralized condition of thetelegraph lines, due to the continued storms,there is nothinK later from the light neur Gor-donsville than the brief disputch of GeneralLee. under date of the 24th. which dispatchannounced the discomfiture and retreat of hotliCuster and Torbet, the Federal generals whoundertook the Joint raid through Madison andother counties. If Generals Rosser ami Lomaxhave encountered these Federal raiders sincethe last accounts or had any engagement withthem, we have no Information of the same.
From Southwest Virginia there is no news,tit" telegraph and railroad line having beencut In many places "by the Federals and theirraiding expeditions. It l» understood, however,that beyond the disabling of the Virginia andTennessee Railroad at various points over adistance of some seventy miles the enemy hasdone no considerable damage, and It is believedthat the raiders, after several defeats, are nowbeyond the boundaries of Virginia.
From Wilmington comes the good news of¬ficially reported by General Kraxton Hr.-tKg thatthe enemy has re-embarked under cover of thefleet, thus abandoning, for the present at least,the bitter attack on Fort Fisher. He reportsthat the damage at Fort Fisher was slight,only two puns being disabled and less than ahalf a dozen killed and wounded, although thebombardment was very heavy.
The latest official advices from Georgia in¬dicate that Sherman has already followed upthe occupation of Savannah by sending a forceof cavalry, artillery and Infantry upon an ex¬pedition whose destination can only be guessedat from the direction in which It has moved.From these Indications It is believed that theyare moving to Southwest Georgia in quest ofFederal prisoners supposed to be at Anderson-ville, Ga.
General Hood's official dispatch is said to bein the hands of the ofllcials of the ConfederateWar Department, but of Its contents nothingis known on the outside. However, the lastcertain and reliable Information about Hoodis to the effect that he is trying to rally his

army at Columbia, Tenn. It is said that hebrought seventy pieces of artillery, from theNashville wreck, and In that foolish flght helost not quite so many men as did the enemy.Perhaps the remnant of his army could yet bemade efficient under a more capable commander.
L"p to yesterday over 4,000 turkeys, geese,chickens and ducks had been contributed forthe Confederate soldiers' New Year dinner, andthey were piled up In cartloads In the cookingdepartment of the Ballard House, where all ofthe picking and preparing and cooking will hedone.
From Wilmington, General Rraxton Braggreports as follows: "Major-General Whiting,commanding the defenses at lite mouth of theCape Fear River; Colonel William Lamb, com¬manding Fort Fislier, and the officers and mehcomposing the garrison deserve especial com¬mendation for the gallantry, efficiency and

fortitude displayed under very trying circum¬
stances."

Queries and Answers
Nobel Prism.

I'lease tell me what the Nobel prizes are givenfor and who Nobel was. MRS. A. C. BKLL.
Alfred B. Nobel, a Swedish scientist, the in¬

ventor of dynamite, etc., dying in lXDti, left
about $0,000,000 to found a fund from which
live yearly prlzes.about $40,00t) each.are givento the five persons who each year have "mostcontributed to the good of humanity." One
prize Is given for the most valuable contribution
to advance In each of the sciences of physics,chemistry and medicine; a fourth, for the pro¬duction of the greatest work In literature and
the lifth for the promotion of peace in the world.

Menmirrment of I.and.
J. B. Wallace sends a plot of a piece ofground about which he is informed that the

area may not be calculated from his llgureunless the corners are assumed to be "square,"
as he gives no value for the angles. If the
corners are square, the piece contains 24.025
acres.

The Bright Side of Life
The Wage Scale.

Inquisitive MotorlBt."Hey. Bub, what do you
get for hoeing those weeds?"
Bub."Notliln* if I do, an' if I don't.".

Tuck.

Her Tact.
Jones."Has she any tact?"
Bones."Tact? She's the kind of woman who'd

send a wrist watch to the Venus of Milo for a
Christmas present.".Life.

In n Wnjr.
"Have you kept all your promises to your

constituents?"
"Yes," replied Senator Sorghum. "That is to

say, I've kept them on file.".Washington Star.

flari-rd.
Kngllsh Village Worthy (discussing possibili¬

ties of invasion)."Wull, there can't be no battle
in these parts, Jarge, for there baln't no field
suitable, as you may say; an' Squire, 'e won't
lend 'em the use of 'Is park.".I'unch.

A HeiiNonnhln lOxriinc.
Smith was summoned as a witness In an

aggravated case of assault and Lattery, and
frankly answered every question put to him bythe lawyers. Finally the Judge turned to the
prisoner with a look of surprise.
"You mean to say, sir," severely remarked

his Judicial nibs, "that you saw the plaintiffpursued; that you saw him thrown to the
ground and beaten with a piece of lead plpo?""Yes. sir, Your Honor," was the calm rejoinderof the witness.
"You saw all that," returned the Judge with

a show of Indignation, "and never lifted a hand
to help the unfortunate man?"

"Yes, sir," answered Smith. "I thought theywas takln' pictures for tho movies.".Philadel¬phia Telegraph.

ANY OLD PORT IN A STORM
One of the Day'o Best Cartoons.

.From lh» St l.ouls font-Dispatch.

THE TROUBLESOME SPARROW 1
The English sparrow was introduced

Into America about sixty years ago, and
is now distributed over nearly all of
the United States and Southern Canada,
says tho New York Sun. This rapid
dissemination Is a result of the bird's
hardiness, extraordinary fecundity, <11-
verslty of food, aggressive disposition
and almost complete immunity from
natural enemies.
Ned Dearborn, biologist of tho De¬

partment of Agriculture, is severe on
the English sparrow. He says they
are cunning, destructive and filthy, al¬
though admitting that sparrows con-
sume quantities of wend seed and in
summer numerous insects.
During an Investigation of birds that

destroy alfalfa weevil In Northern
L'tah, English sparrows were found to j
be feeding their nestlings largely on
weevil larvae and cutworms, both very
Injurious to alfalfa. Wherever this
fclrd proves useful It is entitled to
protection and encouragement.
Under normal conditions Its choice of

Insects may be unfavorable. Out of
522 English sparrow stomachs ex-'
amlned by the biological department of!
the Agricultural Department, .forty-
seven contained noxious Insects, fifty
held beneficial Insects and thlrty-ono
contained Insects of practically no Im-
portance. The Agricultural Depart¬
ment does not say what was found to
the credit or discredit of the other 394
specimens examined. A report on only
one-quarter of the specimens examined
can hardly b« considered satisfactory
to earnest people Inquiring Into this
subject.
The English sparrow is condemned

for Its dost ruction of cherries, grapes.
p< ars, peaches, buds and flowers of cul¬
tivated trees, sprouts and vines. In tho
garden, the scientists say, sparrows
eat seeds as they ripen, nip off tender
young vegetables, especially peas and
lettuce, as they appear above ground.
We have never experienced this trou-
ble. although sparrows are abundant jabout the garden. They are a nuisance
with their muss, building nests in jtroublesome places, In the gutters on jthe roof, causing the water to over-
flow and littering up the building gen-jtrally, but this Is the worst charge we
are able to bring against the English
sparrow.

Dr. Dearborn says the English spar-'
row reduces tho number of some of'
our most useful and attractive native
birds, such as bluebirds, house wrens, jpurple martins, tree swallows, cliff
swallows and barn swallows, by de-;
stroying their eggs and young, and by
usurping nesting places. It attacks
the robin, wren, red-eyed vires, catbird
and mocking bird, causing them to de-
sert parks and shady streets of towns. I
Unlike our native birds, whose place.
It usurps, It has no song, but is noisy jand vituperative. It defiles buildings]and ornamental trees, shrubs and vines
with its excrement and with Its bulky
nests.
Nowhere is the English sparrow in¬

cluded among the birds protected by
law, and as individuals and flocks have
an extremely narrow range, each flock
occupying one locality to which its ac¬
tivities are chiefly confined, they are
easily exterminated. When a pHiee has
once been cleared of sparrows It will
be some time before it Is reoccupled.

English sparrows are good to eat, and
their use as a food Is recommended he-
cause of their nutritive value and as a
means of reducing their number. Spar¬
rows feed in close flocks, and when
thus assembled a large number may be
killed by a charge of shot from a small¬
bore. twelve, sixteen ortwenty-gauge
Parker shotgun. Sparrows can be
baited by scattering grain about, shoot¬
ing the birds and then rebaltlng the
places. The halting places should bo
far enough apart so the birds at the
second and third feeding places will
not be frightened by the discharge of
the gun at the first flock.

In many places traps must be em¬
ployed where a gun cannot be used or
where It is not desirable. Besides be¬
ing Bafe, properly designed traps have
other advantages. Native birds caught
In the raps can be liberated unharmed,
md trapped sparrows can be kept alive
for food like poultry. In Europe spar¬
rows have been utilized for food for
centuries. In captivity the birds must
be kept clean, supplied with fresh,
clean water dally. A variety of food is
required to keep them In good condi¬
tion; broad, oats, wheat, cornmcal
mash, lettuce and cabbage will be rel¬
ished.
To mercifully kill a trapped sparrow

place tho thumb nail at the base of tho
skull and dislocate the neck by hard
and quick pressure. To dress sparrows
cut off the legs, the winga at the outer
point and tho neck close to the body;
strip oft the skin, beginning at tho
neck; make a cut through the body wall
extending from the neck along the
backbone till the ribs aro severed, then
taround between the legs to the tall,
and remove the viscera.
Sparrows may be cooked by nny of

the methods employed for reedhlrds or
auall, and compare favqrably with the

best kimls of small game.
We rarely appreciate game for thefood Itself, but more often for the

name. Several years aco a party ofcluck hunters arrived tired and hungryat a tavern near the shooting grounds,and where they w?r<: to put up forthe nlKht. The host had the reputa¬tion of setting a splendid table, thefi od usually consisting «f llth or game.
A bird pie was served for dinner, andnil agreed that It was delicious, thebest quail pie they had ever tasted.After the meal was finished some one

ventured to Inquire what kind of birdsthe pie contained, and all were amaredwhen told they had totally devoured
three large blackbird plea. At anothertime mud hen pies were served and
were line, but no one knew what thepies were made of until the dinner had
been voted a big success. So with
sparrows. They will bo found better
mating than most people expect.

In England, sparrows are trappedwith a sieve, one end held up by ashort stake to which a long string Is
tied. The trap Is baited with bread
crumbs, oats or wheat. The birds are
permitted to eat the bait until a nuni-
r.er have gathered under the sieve,when the cord is pulled, removing the
stake and allowing the trap to fall
over the birds gathered under tho sieve.

1 Barb Wire Entanglements
As has been learned from the reports

from the war. barb wire entanglements
have been freely resorted to by both
sides for protecting their positions,
and in a general way It is known that
these consist In a number of Irregular
lines of strong posts set solidly In the
ground with a maze of lines of barbed
wire strung between them. How these
obstacles are overcome Is explained by
a military expert in the Scientific
American. Some of the many schemes
that have been tried are described ns
follows:
Experiments havo been made In re¬

moving whole sections of wire at once
by means of a rake, to which a wire
rope is fastened. This Is thrown over
an obstacle, and thirty men pull uponthe rope. Thus a section eleven andone-half feet wldo and sixteen andone-half feet deep is torn out. Inorder to reduce the time required to
IKiss through a barbed trap (the glintof the wire Is usually concealed bya bank of earth) some, military engi¬neers have thought tJ\at it is a wasteof precious minutes to cut or tear Itdown, and that it is more rational to
surmount the obstacle in some other
way. Structures of boards, ladders andbags should be thrown over the wire,according to their Ideas, and upon theplatform thus made the men can pressforward. Hoards eight feet long, nineinches wide and three-quarters of aninch thick, are fastened together bymeans of three crosspleces, leaving aclear space of three Inches between theboards. The weight of the double boardis thirty-two pounds, and sixteen ofthem are employed, each carried bya single man. To place the sixteendouble boards on the wire net requiresabout 140 seconds, as actual tests havoshown, and it takes seventeen mensixty seconds to pass over the boards.As a time-saving expedient, therefore,the method is hardly a success over
that of wire-cutting.
Nor are ladders much better. In

some experiments, conducted in Eng¬land, ten ladders, with nine rungaeach, were used. FJach ladder, twelvefeet long and twenty-two Inches wide,w6lghed thirty-two pounds, and wascarried by a single man. The ladders
wera laid down in 165 seconds, andsixty-live seconds were required byseventeen men to pick their way from
rung to rung.
That this idea of surmounting anobstacle, rather than cutting a waythrough it, Is not practicable. Is bettershown by the experiments which havebeen made with hags of cloth and wire.Twelve bags, each eight feet long and'our and one-half feet wide (measuredempty), and weighing forty poundswhen filled with straw, were placedupon a net in ninety-five ^"soconds.\nd seventeen men passed overthem in forty-five seconds. Whenthe bags are mado of wire, poorerresults are obtained. Such bags arecomposed of two pieces of wire mesh¬ing, eight feet long and four and one-half feet wide, laid on top of eachother and placed together at the sideswith wire. A quantity of straw threeInches thick Is pushed Into tho wlrobag, which then weighs only twentypounds. It takes ninety seconds tolay sixteen of these bags on a barbed-wire entanglement, and It takes seven¬teen men sixty-five seconds to passover them.

Surely C«rele»«.
[New York World.]The German Crown l'rlnce must be

very careless. He Is reported dead al¬
most aB often an Halsull, the mahdi ortho Emperor Menollk used to be.


